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Young Adults, without a Nest or Prey:

Marriage Intentions and Regional Inequality

Lee, Jincheol'

! Yonsei University

Abstract

This study examines the structural relationships among region, housing, jobs,
and marriage intentions among young adults, with a focus on regional inequality
in access to key resources. Using data from Youth Panel 2007, the study finds
that only young adults in metropolitan cities have significantly higher intentions
than those in provincial areas. The likelihood of home ownership is lowest in
Seoul, followed by the capital region and metropolitan cities, while the
likelihood of renting shows the opposite pattern. Among housing types, only
rental housing is positively associated with marriage intentions. Full-time emplo
yment also has a positive effect on marriage intentions, but access to such jobs
is more limited in Seoul and metropolitan cities. In the path analysis, total effect
reflects both the likelihood of securing resources and the impact of those
resources on marriage intentions. Overall, the findings suggest that the
availability and influence of key resources are structured differently across
regions, highlighting the importance of understanding marriage intentions

within the context of regional inequality.

Keywords: Marriage Intention, Regional Inequality, Jobs, Housing, Young Adults
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