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Abstract

This study aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the motivations for
establishing and participating in cooperatives among cancer survivors using
qualitative research methods. The findings reveal that the motivations for
forming these cooperatives extend beyond simple economic necessity,
encompassing multidimensional factors such as addressing institutional gaps,
ensuring psychological stability, and maintaining continuity in lifestyle
management. In particular, participants faced institutional limitations within the
existing healthcare system, including financial burdens during periods without
insurance coverage, constraints on accessing long-term care, and rising costs of
non-reimbursable treatments. Consequently, they expected the co-operative to
function as an alternative social safety net to bridge these gaps. These
co-operatives offer practical strategies for comprehensively overcoming
economic, social, and psychological challenges through mutual support
networks and low-cost long-term care and lifestyle management services funded
by contributions and membership fees. Furthermore, participants transcended
the role of passive beneficiaries, gaining agency as active service providers and
decision-makers within the co-operative. This study is distinguished from
existing literature by its focus on the unique nature of co-operative participation
among cancer survivors and the potential of their proactive solidarity. It suggests
the possibility of a shift in the healthcare paradigm away from a
curative-centered healthcare system toward a community-based model focused

on prevention and daily lifestyle practices.

Keywords: Cancer Survivor Co—operative, Alternative Social Safety Net, Qualitative
Research
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