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Summary

Living State of and Welfare Policy Measures
for Mother and Children Households

Aejeo Cho

In this study, the "mother and children household” is defined as
any household where a single mother has been left alone due to
widowhood, divorce, or separation and is solely responsible for
supporting her unmarried children. The formation of these households
1s mainly attributable to the death of the husband, but divorce and
seperation are becoming increasingly more relevent factors these
days. With the trend of the nuclear family, most single mothers have
had to take responsiblity for the livelihood for their families after
losing their husbands and, thus, have had to face several problems
including of economic destitution, fostering and overseeing the
educational affairs of the children, the burden of playing dual roles,
as well as emotional and personal difficulties.

The government has recently been placing emphasis on
livelihood protection and physical support, such as the allocation of
permanently rentable housing, loans to small businesses, educational
expense aid and job placement for low-income households. However,
the government has disregarded the aspects of role-playing and the
need for emotional stability within these households. This study has
tried to suggest policy measures for the mother and children

households from the emotional and personal perspectives, after
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reviewing thoroughly the real state of the mother and children
households.

First, as a policy measure for supporting the role-playing of
single mothers, domiciliary services should be provided for these
households by the domiciliary services centers in the community
welfare centers. Second, as measures for supporting the emotional
aspects of the single mothers, counseling department should be
established in the community welfare centers, which has provided
the integral counseling services for families in the community till the
present. Third, the mother and children households with similar
problems should meet and create a small peer group so that they
can help each other through the exchange of emotional and personal
relationships with each other. Fourth, preventive education on
marriage and family should be provided for controlling the formation

of the mother and children households.



