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Summary

Family Changes and Policy Issues

in Korea

Kyunghee Chung

This study attempted to identify the changes that Korean families
have undergone and to consider the policies that are needed to adapt
to such changes by examining 43 individual indicators of the family
sphere suggested in Korea’'s Social Indicator Classification.

Major family changes in the last 20 years can be grouped into
several points. First, in terms of family structure, the family size
have been declining with the increasing number of one person
households and one generation families. Second, in terms of family
formation, the timing of marriage and birth of first children are being
delayed. At the same time, the number of children has been
decreasing and the crude divorce rate has been increasing rapidly.
Third, the economic status of families has improved although
preparations for old age is still inadequate. In addition, families are
enjoying more leisure time. Fourth, the increasing elderly-only
households, female-headed households, teenage-headed households are
prominent family problems. Finally, more people are permissive to
female participation in the labor force. However, many people still
consider working as the secondary role to child-rearing for women.

Based on theses changes, family policies should be oriented
toward the following directions to meet these changes. First of all,
because of the weakened capacity of the family to protect and care
for individual members economically, physically and emotionally, the
government must strengthen the social services available for families.
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Moreover, the government must undertake a greater share of the
responsibilities of protecting and caring for children, and the elderly
by extending child—care facilities and after-school programs for
children, and strengthening social services, day care centers, and
short-term care centers for the elderly. Secondly, family counselling
services must be strengthened to help solve family problems and to
counter the increase of broken families. Thirdly, policies that enable
families to maintain their economic security are needed. The economic
welfare of families can be enhanced by shrinking the cost of housing
and education. Fourth, education programs and leisure activity
programs must be developed to strengthen family relationships.
Finally, models of ‘healthy families must be conveyed to help guide
family standards in a desirable direction.



