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Summary

An Analysis on the Effect of Early Discharge of
Chronic Obstructed Pulmonary Disease Patients in
Tertiary Care Facilities on Hospital Revenues

Nami Hwang

Recently, the chronic degenerative diseases have been increasing
due to extended life expectancy and with the nationwide expansion of
the medical insurance system since 1989, the demand for medical
services has been rapidly increasing as well. Thus, it 1S necessary to
utilize general hospital beds, particularly in the tertiary care facilities,
by establishing the appropriate patients length of stay.

The objective of this study was to compare the medical fees of
COPD(chronic  obstructed pulmonary disease) patients normally
staying in the hospital and of COPD patients discharged in the early
stage, and to identify the increase of medical fees by shortening the
COPD patients length of stay. The sample hospital for this study
was the Yonsei University Medical Center with the capacity to hold
1,089 beds, excluding the Cancer Center, the Cardiovascular Center,
the Rehabilitative Hospital, and the related Dental Hospital.

The results showed that the occupancy ratio of this Center was
94.7% 1n 1995, further revealing that the standby of beds is necessary
only for the proportion of patients with urgent conditions. Therefore,
the appropriate occupancy ratio is 89.2~91.7%.

Daily medical fees of seven-COPD patients were observed and as
a result, when the length of stay in the hospital reduced eight days,
the increase of hospital income rose to 52 million won per bed a
year. Therefore, early discharge and a more frequent patient turnover
rate provide an opportunity for hospitals to care for patients with
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more serious conditions and to improve the financial status of the
hospital. Currently, most of the tertiary care facilities do not have the
necessary standby of beds. Accordingly, these facilities were
recommended the early discharge of COPD patients.



