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Summary

Analysis of the Propriety on Setting—up
Regionally Graded Criteria for the Selection of the
Livelihood Protection Recipients

Chanyong Park

The criteria for the selection of the Livelihood Protection
Recipients of Korea was set up without considering the interregional
living cost level, especially the housing cost level. Thus, it has been
pointed out as an inequitable problem. In fact, statistical data reveal
regional disparities; the rate of Livelihood Protection Recipients,
among the total population in 1997, recorded 1.1% in Seoul, while the
rate for Jeolanamdo Province was 10.7%. Therefore, this study
analyzed the income and property criteria for selection of recipients
based on the evaluation of interregional difference of household
expenditure pattern and housing cost level, then its propriety was
examined. Our results manifested that the interregional difference
level of living cost, excluding housing cost, was less than what we
expected. However, the housing cost level gap between urban and
rural areas was so wide that evaluating household property criteria
based on the gap of housing cost level is deemed inappropriate.
When applying housing cost level as the measure for household
property criteria, a series of adverse side effects would occur because
the housing cost level gap between urban and rural areas is
considerably great. For instance, actual recipients would be excluded
and a trend of excluded households’ migration to urban areas would
occur. The analysis concludes that keeping the actual criteria, which
provides in favour of Livelihood Protection Recipients living in rural
areas than in urban areas, is better that setting up criteria by
evaluating the interregional living cost gap.



