An Analysis of Income—Related Equity
in Health Services Utilization in Korea

Youngho Oh

This study assesses and quantifies income-related inequity in the
health service utilization just after the introduction of national health
insurance system. Regression-based approach was used for assessment
and quantification of the equity using data from the 1989 Korean
National Health Survey. The regression-based test results for
income-related inequity suggested that lower income individuals have
relatively less access to outpatient health service than higher income
groups in terms of entry into outpatient health services market, the
number of visits and the logarithm of total out-of-pocket costs. In
contrast, even though there is inequity in entry into drugstore health
service market, there is little evidence that there is difference in the
number of drugstore visits and the logarithm of total out-of-pocket
costs of drugstore health services by income. Although the reduction in
the importance of money price improved accessibility to health services,
there was still income-related inequity in outpatient health services,
which means that outpatient health service utilization rose with an
increase in income.
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