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Summary

Agent Orange: Long-term Policy Options in
the Republic of Korea
Hwan Kee Paik

This study focuses on identifying the major factors in
acknowledging public responsibility for the victims of defoliants
sprayed over Vietnam and the Republic of Korea during past military
operations. The study concentrates on long term policy options of
the Korean Government to resolve the conflict involving the defoliant,
Agent Orange.

During the Cold War, both Vietnam and the Republic of Korea
were battlefields of confrontation where different political ideologies of
the Cold War collided, and the two nations were severely damaged
by Agent Orange, which not only destroys the environment, but also
harms human beings with its toxic Dioxin.

The United States initiated a compensation policy for veterans of
the Vietham War who were harmed by Agent Orange, and such
action has led to similar policies in the Republic of Korea regarding
victims of Agent Orange. Compensation policies are influenced by the
fact that more and more diseases and patients are being linked to
Agent Orange. Advances in medical technology have enabled for the
further identification of harmful substances contained in the defoiliant,
while the public has gained wider access to government documents
and other information regarding Agent Orange. Compensation policies
are also being influenced by the organized efforts of war veterans to
receive adequate compensation for their sufferings.

The Republic of Korea faces many challenges in resolving the
conflict over Agent Orange. The Government should clearly set out
reasonable standards for compensation and must secure sufficient



funds to implement its compensation policy. It must also be ready to
provide appropriate assistance to those victims who have initiated
lawsuits against chemical companies in the United States that
produced Agent Orange. In addition, an environment impact
assessment should be carried out in the demilitarized zone to study
the environmental impacts of Agent Orange on the Korean Peninsula.
Finally, the Republic of Korea should collaborate with the United
States and Vietnam in international research on the effects of Agent
Orange.



