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5) Lee, Hung— Tak, “Prevalance and Strength of Son Preferance in Korea”, Journal of Population

and Health studies, Vol.6, No.1, 1982.
6) Chang, Ming— Cheng, Ronald Freedman, Trends in Fertility, Family size Preferences, and Family
Planing Practice:Taiwan, 1961 ~'80, Studies in Family Planning, Vol12, No.5, May 1981.
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Table 1. Distribution of the Ideal Number of Children by Age of Mothers: Whole Country

W5 BATRY S 2

Ideal Number of Children

Age Total
1 2 3 4 or More

Under 20 Years 7(35.9) 12(64.3) = — 19(100.0)
20~24 176(24.3) 507(70.2) 270 3.7) 14(1.9) 723(100.0)
25~29 366(18.2) 1,448(72.2) 150( 7.5) 42(2.1) 2,006(100.0)
30~34 279(16.1) 1,224(71.0) 179(10.4) 43(2.5) 1,725(100.0)
35~—39 216(15.0) 963(66.7) 205(14.2) 59(4.1) 1,443(100.0)
40~44 143(11.0) 853(65.9) 237(18.5) 62(4.8) 1,294(100.0)
45 or More b7( 55) 715(59.4) 304(25.3) 118(9.8) 1,204(100.0)
Total 1,252(14.9) 5,722(68.0) 1,102(13.1) 337(4.0) 8,414(100.0)
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Table 2. Distribution of the Ideal Number of Children by Age of Mothers : Urban Area

FERR IBAF LY S A

Ideal Number of Children

Age Total
1 2 3 4 or More

Under 20 Years 5(40.0) 7(60.0) = = 12(100.0)
20~24 134(25.9) 359(69.6) 12¢ 2.2) 12(2.2) 516(100.0)
2529 304(20.1) 1,082(71.6) 92( 6.1) 32¢2.1) 1,510(100.0)
30~34 233(18.4) 900(71.2) 101( 8.0) 30(2.4) 1,264(100.0)
35~39 191(18.4) 705(67.7) 108(10.4) 37(3.5) 1,041(100.0)
40~44 120(14.3) 585(70.0) 104(12.4) 28(3.3) 836(100.0)
45 or More 51( 7.3) 451(64.9) 138(19.9) 55(7.9) 695(100.0)
Total 1,038(17.7) 4,089(69.6) 555( 9.4) 194(3.3) 5,876(100.0)

Table 3. Distribution of the Ideal Number of Children by Age of Mothers: Rural Area
FEH ERF Y 5 /N

Ideal Number of Children

Age Total
1 2 3 4 or More

Under 20 Years 2(28.6) 5(71.4) 5 = 7(100.0)
20~24 42(20.3) 148(71.5) 15( 7,2) 2( 1.0) 207(100.0)
25~29 62(12.5) 366(73.8) 58(11.7) 10( 2.0) 496(100.0)
30~34 46(10.0) 324(70.3) 78(16.9) 13( 2.8) 461(100.0)
35--39 25( 6.2) 258(64.2) 97(24.1) 22( 55) 402(100.0)
40~44 23( 5.0) 268(58.5) 133(29.0) 34( 7.4) 458(100.0)
45 or More 16( 3.1) 264(51.9) 166(32.6) 63(12.4) 509(100.0)
Total 216( 8.5) 1,633(64.3) 547(21.5) 144( 5.7) 2,540(100.0)

2. FHIRMEF LY FHIRGFF LA, FHE35 L&

FEAR g e RIRBUR S RESH= A O2ay kel AlEsee de AR &
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Table 4. Comparison of Average Actual and Ideal Numbers of Children by Age Group
FEB T BRETF LY BEF LY IR

Average Number of Actual Children Average Number of Ideal Children
Age
Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
Under 24 Years 0.9 0.8 1.0 1.8 1.8 1.9
2529 1.6 1.5 1.8 1.9 1.9 2.0
30~34 2.3 22 25 2.0 1.9 2
35~39 2.8 27 3.3 2.1 2.0 2.3
40~44 34 3.2 39 22 2.0 2.4
Total 2.2 2.1 2.6 2.0 1.9 2.2

7) SCERAHAY, 1985 4 S ARG e P ALY, W B A D LR JERE, 1985.
8) Fhal BIRFFERE, 1977~1991, kB IEAT #3 il ¥3l £%¢ 1978.12.
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Table 5. Agreement between Actual(A) and Ideal(B) Numbers of Children by Age Group:Whole Country

Fip3 MEF Y} BAFT Y LBYH: 26

g (AiB) (AiB) (AEB) Total

Under 20 Years  11(57.9) 8(42.1) - 19(100.0)
20—24 504(69.7) 200(27.7) 17( 2.4) 723(100.0)
25~29 810(40.3) 864(43.1) 333(16.6) 2,006(100.0)
30~34 257(14.9) 806(46.7) 662(38.4) 1,725(100.0)
35~39 129( 8.9) 454(315) 859(59.5) 1,443(100.0)
40~44 93( 7.2) 253(19.6) 948(73.3) 1,294(100.0)

45 s N 98( 8.1) 197(16.4) 909(75.5) 1,204(100.0)

Total 1,902(22.6) 2,782(33.1) 3,729(44.3) 8,414(100.0)
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Table 6. Agreement between Actual(A) and Ideal(B) Numbers of Children by Age Group:Urban Area

FEph MAFF YA BEF LY tEEIf:

N (AiB) (AiB) (AEB) Total

Under 20 Years 7(70.0) 5(50.0) = 12(100.0)
20~24 374(72.8) 133(25.9) 7( 14) 514(100.0)
25~29 634(41.9) 654(43.2) 225(14.9) 1,513(100.0)
30~34 193(15.3) 617(48.8) 454(35.9) 1,264(100.0)
35~39 106(10.2) 356(34.2) 578(55.6) 1,040(100.0)
40~44 66( 7.9) 178(21.2) 594(70.9) 838(100.0)

45 or More 80(11.5) 106(15.2) 510(73.3) 696(100.0)
Total 1,460(24.8) 2,049(34.9) 2,368(40.3) 5,877(100.0)

Table 7. Agreement between Actual(A) and Ideal(B) Numbers of Children by Age Group:Rural Area
FHEH RHFF L BB Ty LRSI R

e (AiB) (AiB) (AEB) ol

Under 20 Years 4(57.1) 3(42.9) = 7(100.0)
20~24 130(62.8) 67(32.4) 10( 4.8) 207(100.0)
25~29 178(35.9) 210(42.3) 108(21.8) 496(100.0)
30~34 64(13.9) 189(41.0) 208(45.1) 461(100.0)
35~39 23( 5i7) 98(24.4) 281(69.9) 402(100.0)
40~44 27( 5.9) 75(16.4) 356(77.7) 458(100.0)

45 or More 18( 3.5) 91(17.9) 400(78.6) 509(100.0)
Total 444(17.5) 733(28.9) 1,363(53.7) 2,540(100.0)
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Table 8. Agreement Between Actual (A) & Ideal (B) Numbers of Children by Age Group of Mothers
who Terminated Childbearing : Whole Country
BT TEEBAL £i#35 REF LM BEF LY &I H  2F

A (AiB) (AiB) (AEB) e
Under 20 Years 2(22.2) 7(77.8) 0 0.0) 9(100.0)
20~24 141(48.1) 135(46.1) 17( 5.8) 293(100.0)
25~29 325(23.2) 757(54.0) 319(22.8) 1,401(100.0)
30~34 156( 9.9) 767(48.9) 647(41.2) 1,570(100.0)
35~39 103¢ 7.3) 451(32.0) 855(60.7) 1,409(100.0)
40~44 68( 5.4) 251(19.8) 950(74.8) 1,269(100.0)
45 o Meve 89( 7.5) 196(16.5) 906(76.0) 1,191(100.0)
Total 884(12.4) 2,564(35.9) 3,694(51.7) 7,142(100.0)
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Table 9. Agreement Between Actual (A) & Ideal (B) Numbers of Children by Age Group of Mothers
who Terminated Childbearing : Urban Area

EMF R TRBAL] Fiph) MEFF et BB F L L& F : #h

hes (AiB) (AiB) (AEB) Total

Under 20 Years 2(28.6) 5(71.4) 0( 0.0) 7(100.0)
20~24 111(53.4) 90(43.2) 7( 34) 208(100.0)
25~29 260(24.5) 581(54.9) 218(20.6) 1,059(100.0)
30~34 120(10.3) 592(51.2) 445(38.5) 1,157(100.0)
35~39 87( 8.6) 354(34.7) 578(56.7) 1,019(100.0)
40~44 47( 5.8) 176(21.5) 594(72.7) 817(100.0)

45 or More 76(11.0) 106(15.4) 508(73.6) 690(100.0)
Total 703(14.2) 1,904(38.4) 2,350(47.4) 4,957(100.0)
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Table 10. Agreement Between Actual (A) & Ideal (B) Number of Children by Age Group of Mothers
who Terminated Childbearing : Rural Area

BINF & TEEIRAL| BT LMt IBAT L8 thsaF - BA

i g ar (B b

Under 20 Years 0( 0.0) 2(100.0) 0( 0.0) 2(100.0)
20~24 30(35.3) 45(52.9) 10(11.8) 85(100.0)
25~29 65(19.0) 176(51.5) 101(29.5) 342(100.0)
30~34 36( 8.5) 175(42.4) 202(48.9) 413(100.0)
35~39 16( 5.1) 97(24.9) 277(71.0) 390(100.0)
40~44 21( 4.6) 75(16.6) 356(78.8) 452(100.0)

45 or More 13( 2.6) 90(18.0) 398(79.4) 501(100.0)
Total 181( 8.3) 660(30.2) 1,344(61.5) 2,185(100.0)

meoll Al 7HE =od ole HEEEES Sl #F - RS R E el &Rkl Ao
E—3 B2 APt #HReE FS EdA e BEFAHET J2 RHEFEFL
e 2t Jov HERBEANME REBRRS Bolil o] £8@Ic=2E oFF B
Fagrt 9 Bk 18] 2 o] Mm-S BN ASFS v Ytk

)

Table 11. Agreement Between Actual (A) & Ideal (B) Number of Children by Age Group of Mothers
who are under Childbearing Process : Whole Country

BT HLEWAL FEF BEFEFYt BEF LM BT 28

s (AiB) (AiB) (AEB) b
Under 20 Years 7( 875) 1(12.5) 0( 0.0) 8(100.0)
20~24 307( 86.7) 47(13.3) 0( 0.0) 354(100.0)
25~29 383( 86.4) 50(11.3) 10( 2.3) 443(100.0)
30~34 56( 66.7) 20(23.8) 8( 9.5) 84(100.0)
35~39 17( 80.9) 1( 4.8) 3(14.3) 21(100.0)
40~44 18(100.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 18(100.0)
45 or More 0 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 0 0.0)
Total 788( 84.9) 119(12.8) 21( 2.3) 928(100.0)
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Table 12. Agreement Between Actual (A) & Ideal (B) Numbers of Children by Age Group of Mothers

who are under Childbearing Process : Urban Area

BINFik HEWBAL FERB MEF LY BAF LY &S BH

g (AiB) (AiB) (AEB> e

Under 20 Years 4(100.0) 0( 0.0) 0(0.0) 4(100.0)
20~24 213( 87.7) 30(12.3) 0(0.0) 243(100.0)
25~29 290( 88.2) 32( 9.7) 7(21) 329(100.0)
30~34 39( 68.4) 14(24.6) 4(7.0) 57(100.0)
35~39 11(100.0) 0( 0.0) 0(0.0) _11(100.0)
40~44 16(100.0) 0( 0.0) 0(0.0) 16(100.0)

45 or More 3(100.0) 0( 0.0) 0(0.0) 3(100.0)
Total 576( 86.8) 76(11.5) 11.01.7) 663(100.0)

Table 13. Agreement Between Actual (A) & Ideal Numbers of Children (B) by Age Group of Mothers
who are under Childbearing Process : Rural Area

BT FEEAL FE3l BET LY} BT L8 LS - AT

e (ALB) (AiB) (AEB) Ll
Under 20 Years 3( 75.0) 1(25.0) 0( 0.0) 4(100.0)
20~24 94( 84.7) 17(15.3) 0( 0.0) 111(100.0)
25~29 93( 816) 18(15.8) 3( 26) 114(100.0)
30~34 17 63.0) 6(22.2) 4(14.8) 27(100.0)
3539 6( 60.0) 1(10.0) 3(30.0) 10(100.0)
40~44 2(100.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 2(100.0)
45 or More 3(100.0) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 3(100.0)
Total 218( 80.4) 43(15.9) 10( 3.7) 271(100.0)

124



Q) MBS TS MRATIION B RV ot Aol S 1 —cEko] Hi el 1159
MES] ) 159 NES Boli Qo] ob% faifime] o e F4& #HSm

e o & A

V. B X #&58

1 o2 MEES S FHT BFESIo] 7Y HIFste AT L 2403t
ol el ek Bk FHEHIEC] whel 20M LT o) (RIS 149 BT LS Bist,
30/Ll o) EIIES T4l 349 BET o] AemUSS BMETFLME T4
Y e @Y maEE Ao Uehdth E3 Mot REEAS Y BETL
e @M mRS e 149 BUTLHE BHHASe BHEASEG 34
=l ol Argpoll whebA of 2~3fke] ERsE Utk el HSMUSS HuA o)
RIS FobA 1 Qo] o AT4Mol Mol BiEsle]l EHE Ao BEE
o}

2. BET U AT RHE & BEES] EHE=E vudd zt7] 2047 22
Hom FEEZ itk 2y Fis EEME ] vl aol A 295 LT o] (RERE S 4
B BB EHE 20800 PR A] ESHIL 9o, 30~34i% 9] A A= 234
o 2 F33hal 40~44i%EES 34402 ey

3. AHFFLHE BETFRE) —3T F2 &8 EEBAY 3B1HNEY L HHE
FREC] RKFET FL2 226HAEAT. 22t BEAFLHE °lv] 2343 F£2 4439
AME =31 o] ob 2| = BN o] #RgtEe] MM =l 1 At ol = FEil 546l
=T 29 LT ol A BRARFAcBrell Aol SKoEEIJA T 25~345%k 0 FiRE S BAT L
#ob 22 o] W K BAFaEE Y 29 a kS 30k iR E LA 44
fEste] 40 Ll ko] MAl mEH] 700 EE Jar At

4. s v FEHR e, B ] T E mMASS HEFREU BT L B1E
Zet A e HFso] SL7AMEQ L, ol 5o FRF i 20~24mkkE0] 583 A

125



=9\ Ho] 30~34i%EAN A 4120 A E, 40ikLl LolAleE -8 75.0HAESE a1 )
ok Wl A S-S o]l HolASS WHET LB ol BT AMS EH U
ov] =3 #AitAAC] Vsl itol W Als) FHEIEIC By Mvl2r Aas By

¥l 1 glch

Yo

5. ¥ fffse e BEA s ol BAF o] BIRE HEMEIT B kT o ulelbA]
MEHEATES ©F YFI A A, Hof BEf8a920 TS 1S ARy = & Ao g ] KM
fio] FZpk Aol whE M ol o 3 {REAYBHEE-S 913 AFFE V) EoRE R

2 F ;T K

Kt BIaF7eks, 1977~1991 KK $ ¥ RRYl ¥a #52 1978. 12

CEEARY:, 19824 £ BFIRMEEE ISR AW Y, WA DRk, 1982. 12

.....

WARBES ., T HiEol ¥hE RERE o} ATE T, RiKat Bl S, 7%, 198011
SR A DR seks, 198548 HAE 1 2 FRIEMREEEF A, 1985 12
R BNESY, “Fc el YRR ol HBERAIITEN vl X = BRI A DRERE, B,

H1%%, 1981. 12

Chang, Ming-Cheng, Ronald Fredman, Trends in Fertility, Family Size Preferences and Family
Planning Practice, Taiwan, 1961-80, Studies in Family Planning, Vol. 12, No. 5, May
1981.

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, “Population of Japan”, Country
Monograph Series, No. 11, United Nations, 1984

John C. Caldwell and Pat Caldwell, “The Achieved Small Family:Early Fertility Transition in
African City”, Studies in Family Planning Vol. 9, No. 1

Lee, Hung—Tak, “Prevalance and Strength of Son Preferance in Korea”, Journal of Popu-
lations and Health Studies, Vol. 5, No. 1, 1982

Shireen J. Jejeebhoy, “Cohort Consistency in Family Size Preferences in Taiwan”, 1965-73,

Studies in Family Planning, Vol. 12, No. 5, May 1981.

126



Abstract

A Study on the Association between the Ideal and Actual Number of Children

Eung Suk Kim*, Seung Wook Lee**

This study is a part of the series of the study on the association between the ideal and
actual numbers of children. Based on the interview data collected from the National Fertility
Survey conducted in 1985 by the Korea Institute for Population and Health, 8414 cases
were analyzed

Although the ideal number of children is used to be established before having any birth
and consequent births are affected by the number, it could be changed throughout mothers’
fertility history. Bearing this point in mind, we found the followings:

1. The distribution of the ideal number of children by age indicated that the age and number
are highly correlated. The proportion of women who preferred two children as the ideal
number was the highest, however, as the age increased, the proportion was decreased. The
proportion of those preferring more than two children was rather increased.

2. The differentiation between urban and rutal areas showed that the urban residents want
less children than those in the rural area.

3. The ratio of ideal number of children per women decreased to 2.0 compared to 3.9
in 1967. However, the data did not count the male and female composition. At the same
time, the ratios were 1.9 for the urban residents and 2.2 for the rural Also, the number dec-
reased as the age increased.

4. The comparison between the numbers of ideal and actual children was made. The pro-

portion that the two numbers agreed was 33.1%, and that having more actual children than

*Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Population and Health.

**Professor, School of Public Health, Seoul National University.
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ideal number was 22.6%. The other 44.3% had more actual children. As expecteded, the
actual number of children in the aged women exceeded the ideal number of children.

5. For those who terminated childbearing, the proportion that the two numbers agreed
was 35.9%, and that having more ideal children than the actual was 12.4%. The other 51.
7% had more actual children. Compared to this, the proportions for those still under child-
bearing process were 30.2%, 8.3%, and 61.5%, respectively.

6. Those who terminated childbearing tend to have less actual children in urban area and
younger age groups. However, the predominant proportions belongde to having more actual

children in the age groups over 35 years old.
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