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1. Introduction

After Korean war (1950), population in Korea has continuously increased because of im-
migration from North Korea during the Korean war, baby boom and introducing advanced
medical techniques of developed countries. That is, the crude birth rate for 1950-55 was
estimated as 40 per 1000 population but, during 1955-60, the crude birth rate was estimated
as 45 per 1000 population. Only during this 5 years, the crude birth rate increased by 5 points
per 1000 population. Such rapid population growth became a serious social problems and
curbed a socio-economic development in Korea.

As the Korea government wanted to improve its poor socio-economic situation after Korean
war, the government took an interest in its population problems and adopted a population
control policy-that is, the national family planning programme-in 1962. The successive national
family planning programme has resulted in a very significant decline in fertility in a short period
of time and has contributed to a socio-economic development. That is, as is shown in table
1, population growth rate has declined from 2.21 in 1970 to 1.25 in 1985 and crude birth
rate also has declined from 29.3 per 1000 population to 19.7 per 1000 population during
past 15 years.

While, during the same past period, family planning practice rate gradually has increased
from 24% to 70.4% and per capita GNP also continuously has increased from $248 to $2047.

Educational level also has improved between 1966 and 1980. As is shown in table 2, average
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years of educational attainment was 5.03 years in 1966, 5.74 years in 1970, 6.62 years in

1975 and 7.61 years in 1980 respectively. Especially, average years of educational attainment

of female was 3.97 years in 1966 but that of female was 6.63 years in 1980. Between 1966

Table 1. Trend of Population Growth Rate, Crude Birth Rate, Family Planning Practice Rate and Per

Capita GNP
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985
Population Growth Rate 221 199 189 178 173 170 161 157 153 153 157 156 153 146 134 1.25
Crude Birth Rate 293 282 27.1 253 246 240 236 234 235 234 230 225 217 206 197
Family Planning Practice Rate 240 250 30.0 36.0 390 . 400 430 450 490 550 550 — 580 600 700 704
Per Capita GNP(Unit $) 248 285 316 396 535 591 800 1406 1662 1589 1719 1773 1914 2044 2047
Source : Economic Planning Board, Social Indicators in Korea, 1986, p.53, p.54, p.77, p.271.
Table 2. Average Years of Educational Attainment by Sex and Age Group
6~19 20~29 30~39 40~49 50 Years Average
Years Old  Years Old  Years Old  Years Old Old and Over
1966 4.98 7.44 6.15 3.90 1.52 5.03
Male 5.25 8.48 7.90 5.43 7.46 6.19
Female 4.75 6.40 4.49 2.40 0.74 3.97
1970 5.33 8.32 7.15 4.83 1.98 5.74
Male 5.47 8.81 8.65 6.42 3.06 6.86
Female 5.21 7.48 5.64 3.36 1.09 4,72
1975 6.16 8.83 8.12 6.26 2.74 6.62
Male 6.26 9.25 9.33 7.90 4.02 7.61
Female 6.08 8.41 6.88 475 1.72 5.70
1980 6.53 9.88 9.17 7.52 4.16 7.61
Male 6.60 10.33 10.19 9.01 5.03 8.67
Female 6.10 9.44 8.10 5.95 2.25 6.63

Note : Average Years of Educational Attainment =

Cumulative Years of Education Received to Total Population

Population 6 Years Old and Over — Total Students

Source : Economic Planning Board, Social Indicators in Korea, 1986, p.174.
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and 1980, average years of educational attainment of female has increased by about 2.66
years.

Like above mentioned, Korea has experienced rapid modernization and industrialization
during past two or three decades resulting in fertility decline and economic development plan

of Korea government. And social structure also rapidly has changed during the same past

period.

II. Objectives

Under above mentioned background, it is likely that some changes in the birth order of
new born children have taken place during past two or three decades. So, I want to find out
the followings ;

(a) To grasp the reduction in number of birth during 1975~1984.

(b) To grasp the changes in the birth order distribution by age of mother and place of

residence during 1975~1984.

[M. Source of Data and Methodology

a) Source of data: In the volume of 1985 vital statistics based on vital registration, infor-
mation on birth order of each birth registered is available from 1975 to 1984. Such
informaﬁon' on birth order is crossclassified with sex of the birth, age of mother and
place of residence. In Korea, the quality of vital registration data are quite good as more
than 90 per cent of the vital events are registered.”

b) Methodology : The trends of birth order during 1975~1984 have been studied with the
help of ; Simple percentage distribution of births by birth order and average order of

birth.

1) United Nations, Demographic Yearbook, 1985, p. 292.
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V. Results

Trend in distribution of birth order is analyzed in the following ways :

a) Percentage distribution of births by birth order and trend of average birth order during
1975 to 1984 is analyzed.

b) Percentage distribution of births by birth order and place of residence during 1975 to
1984 is analyzed. And average birth order of metropolitan city is compared with that
of province.

c) Percentage distribution of births by age of mother and trend of average birth order by

age of mother is analyzed to grasp the difference between various age groups.

1. Percentage Distribution of Births by Birth Order

As is shown in table 3, as a whole, average birth order has continuously declined from
247 in 1975 to 1.69 in 1984. During past ten years, average birth order has declined about
0.8 or about 32 per cent. Percentage distribution of births of first and second order accounted

for 61.5 per cent in 1975 but has gradually increased during past ten years and percentage

Table 3. Percentage Distribution of Births by Birth Order During 1975~1984

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5%1v21;d Unknown Total  Average ggt}(::
1975 339 276 173 94 11.6 0.2 100.0 2.47 848,993
1976 344 293 174 88 10.0 0.1 100.0 2.39 776,318
1977 3%8 308 171 79 8.3 0.1 100.0 2.29 807,879
1978 380 316 168 7.1 6.5 - 100.0 2.18 733,493
1979 385 332 171 64 4.8 — 100.0 210 904,932
1980 394 315 168 6.7 5.6 - 100.0 212 874,982
1981 409 337 165 55 3.4 - 100.0 1.99 848,164
1982 418 358 148 438 2.8 - 100.0 1.93 823,414
1983 447 386 111 35 2.1 - 100.0 1.81 736,297
1984 494 384 82 25 1.5 — 100.0 1.69 618,938
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Figure 1. Trand of Average Birth Order During 1975~1984
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distribution of births of first and second order in 1984 was 87.8 per cent. That is, during 1975
to 1984, the percentage distribution of first and second order births has increased by about
43 per cent. The percentage increase was larger in the first order births (46 per cent) compared
to the second order births (30 per cent).

Average birth order below 2.0 has been noticed from 1981 and is till continuing. And, in
case of third child and over, percentage distribution of births has continuously declined during
1975 to 1984. Especially, in case of fifth child and over, percentage distribution of births has
declined very much from 11.6% in 1975 to 1.5% in 1984-decline of 87 per cent.

According to figure 1, average birth order has continuously declined during past ten years.
This indirectly suggest that national family planning programme has successed during past

10 years.(See table 1)

2. Percentage Distribution of Births by Birth Order and Place of Residence

In order to analyze the difference between metropolitan city and province, place of residence
is divided by metropolitan city and province. Four largest cities in Korea, namely Seoul, Busan,
Daegu, and Incheon are included in “Metropolitan city”. Province includes other areas than
metropolitan cities, namely, Gyeonggi province, Gangwon province, Chungbuk province,
Chungnam province, Jeonbuk province, Jeonnam province, Gyeongbuk province, Gyeongnam

province, Jeju island and some other islands.
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According to table 4, average birth order of metropolitan city wholly was lower than that
of province. And average birth order of metropolitan city was nearly 2.0 in 1976 and from
1977 onwards, it has always been below 2.0. While, that of provinces has been above 2.0
upto 1982. That is, this suggest that family planning propaganda “two child per a house”-
was established at metr opolitan city earlier than at province. And the time lag of establishing
this norm between metropolitan city and province was 6 years. Percentage distribution of first
and second order births together in 1984 was more than 90% in metropolitan city and about
85% in province. And the same in 1975 was almost 70% in metropolitan city and less than
60% in province. While, in case of fourth child and over, percentage distribution of births in
province was 24.3% in 1975 and that in metropolitan city was 10.9% in the same year. But
in case of fourth child and over, percentage distribution of births in 1984 was only 1.8% in
metropolitan city and 5.4% in province respectively.

Figure 2 clearly brings out the differences between the metropolitan cities and provinces.

The gap of average birth order between metropolitan city and province in 1975 was about

Table 4. Percentage Distribution of Births by Birth Order and Place of Residence During 1975~1984.

Metropolitan City Province

Years
Iss 2nd 3rd 4th& Unk- Total Aver- Ist 2nd 3rd 4th& Unk- Total Aver-

Over nown age Over nown age

1975 378 329 183 109 01 1000 209 327 258 169 243 03 1000 259

1976 392 360 168 89 - 1000 201 328 273 175 222 02 1000 253
1977 417 354 164 75 - 1000 193 336 290 178 185 01 1000 243
1978 441 353 143 63 - 1000 186 354 300 178 166 02 1000 231
1979 441 364 143 52 - 1000 183 39 317 184 140 - 1000 222
1980 449 349 142 60 - 1000 18 3.7 299 181 153 - 1000 226
1981 445 371 138 46 - 1000 181 385 314 183 118 - 1000 212
1982 454 391 118 37 - 1000 175 394 335 168 103 - 1000 205
1983 481 408 85 26 - 1000 166 424 31 129 76 - 1000 191
1984 535 389 58 18 - 1000 156 465 381 101 54 - 1000 178

Note : Metropolitan City — Seoul, Busan, Daegu, Incheon

Province — Gyéonggi, Gangwon, Chungbuk, Chungnam, Jeonbuk, Jeonnam, Gyeongbuk, Gyeongnam, dJeju,

and Others.
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Figure 2. Trand of Average Birth Order by Place of Residence During 1975~1984.
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0.5 but the gap of average birth order between metropolitan city and province has continuously
reduced in accordance with the lapse of time, as can be seen vividly in figure 2.

This suggest that, as possession rate of mass-communication facilities has increased in
accordance with economic development, the attitude towards the family size of province people
has changed. For example, possession rate of television in Korea was 7.4% in 1970 but, in
1980, possession rate of T.V. in Korea was 86.7%. Especially, possession rate of T.V. in rural
area was only 0.8% in 1970 but 83.2% in 1980. Only during this ten years, possession rate

of T. V. in rural area has increased more than 80%?.
3. Percentage Distribution of Births by Birth Order and Age of Mother

The percentage distribution of births by age of mother is shown in table 5. According to
table 5, percentage distribution of births of mothers aged 20 to 29 was 67.9% in 1975, 79.
9% in 1981 and 86.6% in 1984. That is, percentage distribution of births of mothers aged
20 to 29 has increased about 20.0 counts during past ten years. While, as percentage dist-

ribution of births of mothers aged 30 and over was 28.3% in 1975, 17% in 1981 and 10.

2) Economic Planning Board, Social Indicators in Korea, 1986, p. 295.
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2% in 1984. The same has declined about 18.0 counts during the same period, a decline
of about 64 per cent. And percentage distribution of mothers aged 15 to 19 was 34% in
1975, 3.0% in 1981 and 3.1% in 1984 respectively. Thus, percentage distribution of births
of mothers aged 15 to 19 has remain unchanged during past ten years.

Average age of mothers was 27.1 in 1975 and gradually declined during past ten years.
Finally, average age of mothers was 25.3 in 1984. That is, average age of mothers has declined
about two years during past ten years. The child-bearing in Korea is mostly confined within

age 20 to 29.

Table 5. Percentage Distribution of Births by Age of Mother During 1975~1984.

. Ageof

S\Mother 559 20~24 25~29 30~34 35~39 40~4 45~49 S0and ©  Unk  Total Average
Years ™ Qver nown

1975 34 305 374 184 7.2 2.2 0.4 0.1 04 100.0 271
1976 40 325 381 163 64 2.0 0.4 0.1 0.2 100.0 26.8
1977 46 337 386 151 58 1.7 04 0.1 - 100.0 26.5
1978 41 332 401 154 53 15 0.3 0.1 - 100.0 26.5
1979 36 345 416 147 42 11 02 01 - 1000 263
1980 30 315 418 158 51 18 06 01 0.3 1000 267
1981 30 352 447 129 31 08 01 0.1 0.1 1000 260
1982 35 397 429 107 24 06 01 - 0.1 1000 255
1983 3.2 407 443 93 19 0.5 0.1 - — 100.0 254
1984 31 407 459 83 15 0.3 0.1 — 0.1 100.0 25.3

4. Summary and Conclusion

The average birth order has declined and has declined more in province than in metropolitan
city during past ten years. And percentage distribution of births of mothers aged 20 to 29
has increased during past ten years. Average birth order of metropolitan city started below
2.0 in 1977, while that of povince started below 2.0 in 1983. This means that national family

planning propaganda - two child per a house - has been firmly established during past ten
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Figure 3. Trand of Average Birth Order by Age of Mother During 1975~1984.
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years. Rapid economic development and increasing possession rate of mass-communication
faciliies have contributed to the decline of fertility level between 1975 and 1984 .(See table
1)

According to above results, if economic level continuously rises and the attitude of fertility
behaviour continuously sustain like past ten years, we can infer that fertility level in the future
also continuously will decline and population growth rate also will arrive at zero point in the
close future. And Korea population structure will also stabilize and will be approaching to

the population structure of a developed countries.

References

Arthur A. Compbell, Manual of Fertility Analysis, Churchill Livingstone Edinburgh London
Melbourne and New York, 1983.

Economic Planning Board, Social Indicators in Korea, National Bureau of Statistics Economic
Planning Board, Republic of Korea, 1986.

Henry S. Shryock, The Methods and Materials of Demography, Bowling Green University,
Bowling Green Ohio, Academic Press, INC. 1976.

Jacques Henripin, Trends and Factors of Fertility in Canada, Census Monograph Statistics
Canada, 1961.

Kwon, Tai-Hwan, et al., The Population of Korea, The Population and Development Studies
Center, Seoul National University, 1975.

Korean Institute for Family Planning, Statistics on Population and Family Planning in Korea,
Vol. 1, 1978.

United Nations, Socio-Economic Development and Fertility Decline in Costa Rica, United

Nations New York, 1985.

210



PS4

BEO JUAM2| HAENERLS| B : 1975~1984

AR X 19754 F-E] 19844F 7HA] w5 E HENALZOl w4 SRl el Bt
MBS et Aol

Srffrol EAE 'Hs 19854 AL@RE TR, st oS3 22 RHIEE]
th A, 19754 - E) 19844 7hA) A NENZ o) mhE WAL E O] Bard )l SE A
o] #Ltzh s Ayl x bk S, 19754 €] 198445 7R Husd B A NE Az o wh2
WAL E el Bt AN SLEP S MBI R ik st Al A,
19754 -8 19844 7} 2] B o] FEHn )] HENESI o] w2 WMAR S a9k gt
Mgz o) 2SI srAfr sl ok

FFERE RS B, 19754 - F] 19844 Atololl E£) A NAN = HEMESH A Holx e
w, K#EbH o] R AR E fih - el 2RO HEE S KiES HEFFS] ot
Mg o] SR AEN ZRE i) &l wel A& FIAE WS 2%
=

el 3 fpe] EEFIE Sprel RS, fE0] AE#Ee] 155kl 245k ZH A o) b
HEE2 A 104171(1975~1984) F#)H A NEAL 7 2 L glo] HEd sl A vl == 3 MEAH-S
B o), BRo] FEpol 305kl ol &t EMol M= B Wi S <toll i A NERL
7F HERR A Hol A= BRAES R Ah

Zd 1040 HAENEN ] o2 HARES) AoES A 3Mole) Aol HiEEE
A s = HES 2o, HAERES diio] #12] FEpo] 20kl 295l
ol £HOZ HrhEo] dojun Y= S BA

Y RBA DR BETE B

211



	Trends in Birth Order in Korea : 1975~1984
	Ⅰ. Introduction
	Ⅱ. Objectives
	Ⅲ. Source of Data and Methodology
	Ⅳ. Results
	References
	國文抄錄


