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Table 1. Change in Age Specific Marital Induced Abortion Rates* 1963~ 1987
BA SEMSE ATLHEIRPIEIRS| B EHHE

Years Percent Change
Age
63 68 71 73 75 78 8 84 87 68~"78 78~'87
Whole Country
20~24 16 12 28 8 63 70 74 92 102 483 46
25~29 29 46 50 75 8 156 158 149 103 239 —34
30~34 58 90 111 137 158 148 146 115 71 64 —52
35~39 40 69 94 88 153 156 106 40 29 126 —81
40~44 = 31 46 22 75 54 48 20 7 74 —87
TMIAR 0.7 12 1.7 21 27 29 27 21 1.6 142 —45
Urban
20~24 29 25 46 29 95 88 82 97 102 242 16
25~29 43 71 67 78 99 18 171 165 108 162 —42
30~34 93 107 99 132 200 172 170 130 76 61 —56
35~39 65 8 140 140 178 164 108 40 28 91 —83
40~44 = 43 54 46 78 65 48 20 6 51 —91
TMIAR 12 1.7 24 21 32 34 29 23 16 100 —=53
Rural
20~24 6 = 19 139 28 51 62 79 100 5,100 96
25~29 18 21 38 72 67 108 122 99 89 414 =17
30~34 33 77 77 142 106 114 94 75 55 48 —52
35~39 22 57 77 49 128 147 103 44 31 158 —79
40~44 — 22 37 5 73 44 48 19 10 100 — 77
TMIAR 04 09 12 20 20 23 21 16 14 155 —39
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Figure 1. Trends in Age Specific Marital Induced Abortion Rates Rate per 1,000 Women
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Table 2. Induced Abortion Rate by Characteristics of Married Women Aged 20 to 44: 1987
AL $FMER ATTHEIRFHESE

Characteristics No. of Married Incidence Rate
Women (Per 1,000 Women)
Residence
Whole country 6,666 66.6
Urban 4391 69.8
Rural 2,275 574
Education
Primary school or below 1,739 39.3
Middle school 2,035 76.8
High school 2,280 75.7
University or over 610 67.0
No. of Living Children and Sex
No children 509 63.5
1 child 1,294 126.2
1 son 763 126.7
1 daughter 531 125.7
2 children 2,790 64.0
2 sons 880 444
2 daughters 391 90.2
Son and daughter 1,519 67.8
3 children 1,342 319
3 sons 147 111
3 daughters 125 86.2
Sons and daughters 1,070 283
4 children or over 731 26.1
4 sons 15 —
4 daughters 57 20.7
Sons and daughters 659 277
Using Methods of Contraception
Using(Subtotal) 5118 62.7
Sterilization 3,219 36.6
IUD 454 95.7
Oral pill 184 128.3
Others 1,261 1071
Not Using 1,548 79.6
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Table 3. Trend in Termination Status of Pregnancies Occurred in Year by Age of Women

F£E A wmAL Fil3 HIRERS| BML

No. of Total Live Still-Birth Induced Ratio of 1A
Age Women Pregnancies Birth Spontaneous Abortion (Per 100
Abortion Births)
1978"
15~24 391 100.0( 196) 745 11.7 138 185
25~29 737 100.0( 341) 58.7 7.6 337 575
30~34 703 100.0( 200) 445 35 52.0 1168
35~39 723 100.0( 138) 159 22 819 5136
40~44 612 100.0( 48) 188 125 68.8 366.7
Total . 3,166 100.0( 923) 50.5 7.0 425 841
1984”
15~24 742 100.0( 330) 673 12.1 20.6 30.6
25~29 2,003 100.0( 848) 56.4 85 351 622
30~34 1,692 100.0( 362) 370 91 539 1455
35~39 1,371 100.0( 87) 253 115 632 250.0
40~44 1,202 100.0(  25) 40 = 96.0 2400
Total 7,010 100.0(1,652) 519 93 388 74.6
19877
15~24 766 100.0( 219) 64.3 77 279 434
25~29 1956 100.0( 637) 60.5 78 317 523
30~34 1,695 100.0( 262) 441 6.7 492 111.6
35~39 1,293 100.0(  66) 155 19 826 5324
40~44 988 100.0( 17) 383 .83 534 139.5
45~49 724 100.0( 7) — 44.4 55.6 =
Total 7,422 100.0(1,208) 545 75 380 69.8

Sources:1) Jong-Kwon Lim, “A Review on Induced Abortion in Korea”, Journal of Population and Health

Studies, Vol. 8, No. 2, KIPH, 1988.
2) KIPH, 1985 Fertility and Family Health Survey Data, Seoul, 1985.
3) KIPH, 1988 Fertility and Family Health Survey Data, Seoul, 1989
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Table 4. Termination Status of Pregnancies by Women’s Age in 1987

i X 1BAL| Fis B MEIRFESRAKAR

Termination of Pregnancy

Age ‘ - Ratio of 1A
Total Live Still-Birth Induced (Per 100
Pregnancies Birth Spontaneous Abortion Births)
Abortion

Whole Country
15~24 100.0( 219) 64.3 57 279 434
25=-29 100.0( 637) 60.5 7.8 817 52.3
30~34 100.0( 262) 441 6.7 492 1116
35~39 100.0(  66) 155 19 82.6 5324
40~44 1000( 17) 383 83 534 139.5
45~49 100.0( 7) = 444 55.6 =
Total 100.0(1,208) 545 7.5 38.0 69.8

Urban
15~24 100.0( 132) 63.7 55 308 483
25~29 100.0( 423) - 601 6.9 329 54.8
30~34 100.0( 197) a4.7 7.0 483 108.1
35~39 100.0( 42) 10.7 26 86.7 809.5
40~44 100.0( 8) 404 13.9 456 1129
45~49 100.0( 6) = 49.5 50.5 =
Total 100.0( 808) 538 6.8 393 729

Rural
15~24 100.0( 87) 65.8 132 209 318
25~-29 1000( 214) 61.6 106 279 453
30~34 100.0(  65) 413 53 535 129.6
35~39 100.0(  24) 278 = 722 259.9
40~44 100.0( 9) 351 — 649 185.2
45~49 100.0( 1) = — 100.0 —
Total 100.0( 400) 56.5 94 341 60.3
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Table 5. Termination Status of Pregnancies by Parity: 1987
BT LA HEIRAER

Termination of Pregnancy

Parity Ratio of 1A
Total Live Sitill-Birth Induced (Per 100
Pregnancies Birth Spontaneous Abortion Births)
Abortion
Whole Country
0 100.0( 83) 56 376 56.8 1,000.7
1 100.0( 514) 588 85 327 55.6
2 100.0( 476) 60.5 1.6 379 62.6
3 100.0( 96) 471 54 475 100.8
4+ 1000( 39) 404 88 50.8 1259
Total 100.0(1,208) 545 75 38.0 69.8
Urban
0 100.0( 55) 31 319 649 20741
1. 100.0( 362) 581 7.7 342 588
2 100.0( 325) 593 14 394 66.4
3 1000( 48) 499 6.6 435 87.1
4+ 100.0( 18) 315 15.6 529 168.1
Total 100.0( 808) 539 6.8 393 729
Rural
100.0( 28) 131 54.6 323 2469
1 100.0( 152) 61.2 114 274 447
2 100.0( 151) 64.8 20 332 512
3 1000( 48) 429 38 532 124.0
4+ 1000( 21) 481 — 519 1081
Total 100.0( 400) 565 94 341 60.3
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Table 6. Termination Status by Pregnancy Order : 1987
HEYRNERL B HEYRHS REAKAE

Termination of Pregnancy

Pregnancy Ratio of IA
Order Total Live Still-Birth, Induced (Per 100
Pregnancies Birth Spontaneous Abortion Births)
Abortion
Whole Country
1 100.0( 313) 80.6 76 118 14.7
2 100.0( 345) 61.0 85 305 50.0
3 1000( 222) 486 7.0 445 915
4 100.0( 130) 316 4.6 63.8 201.7
5+ 100.0( 198) 232 81 68.7 296.6
Total 100.0(1,208) 545 7.5 38.0 69.8
Urbar
1 100.0( 212) 80.6 65 13.0 16.1
2 100.0( 232) 59.8 T 325 54.6
3 1000( 138) 459 55 486 1060
4 100.0( 95) 334 39 62.7 1874
5+ 100.0( 131) 234 9.7 669 286.3
Total 100.0( 808) 539 6.8 393 729
Rural
il 100.0( 101) 80.6 114 8.0 99
2 100.0( 113) 64.7 109 244 376
3 1000( 84) 55.6 10.6 338 60.7
4 100.0( 35) 243 73 684 281.7
5+ 100.0(  67) 226 29 745 3294
Total 100.0( 400) 56.5 94 341 60.3
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Table 7. Termination Status of Total Pregnancies by Women’s Age
BAL| FEEEH BYEIR BR

Termination of Pregnancy

Age Ratio of 1A
Total Live Still Sponta- Induced (Per 100
Pregnancies Birth Birth neous Abortion Birth)
Abortion
Whole Country
15~24 100.0( 685) 59.8 0.1 9.8 30.2 504
25~29 100.0( 4,121) 62.7 0.6 7.8 290 462
30—34 100.0( 6,079) 62.3 0.7 6.6 304 488
35~39 100.0( 5,971) 61.1 0.7 58 325 532
40~—44 100.0( 5,636) 634 09 5.6 30.1 475
45~49 100.0( 6,239) 66.8 0.7 47 277 415
Total 100.0(28,731) 63.2 0.7 61 30.0 475
Urban
15~24 100.0( 385) 581 = 80 339 584
25~29 100.0( 2,668) 60.8 0.6 78 30.8 50.7
30~34 100.0( 4,126) 599 0.6 6.7 328 548
35~39 100.0( 3,881) 58.6 0.6 6.0 349 60.0
40~44 100.0( 3,411) 60.7 0.7 6.0 325 535
45~49 100.0( 2,886) 614 0.7 53 326 531
Total 100.0(17,357) 60.1 0.6 64 329 547
Rural
15~24 100.0( 300) 634 04 134 228 36.0
25~29 100.0( 1,453) 679 0.6 79 237 348
30~34 100.0( 1,953) 70.1 1.0 6.2 227 323
35~39 100.0( 2,090) 68.0 09 53 258 379
40~44 100.0( 2,225) 70.0 12 44 244 349
45~49 100.0( 3,353) 740 0.8 39 213 288
Total 100.0(11,374) 704 09 54 233 331
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Table 8. Termination Status of Pregnancies by Number of Living Children
MAEF LY RHIRER

Outcome of Pregnancies

Parity Total . ; Ratio of 1A
Pregnancies Live Still- Sponta- Induced (Per 100
Birth Birth neous Abortion Births)
Abortion

Whole Country
0 100.0( 338) 158 12 290 539 3404
1 100.0( 2,716) 528 09 12.0 343 65.0
2 ¢ 100.0( 9,978) 59.6 0.6 6.1 337 56.5
3 100.0( 7,714) 64.8 0.7 49 29.6 457
4+ 100.0( 7,985) 735 0.6 38 220 30.0
Total 100.0(28,731) 632 0.7 6.1 300 475

Urban
0 100.0( 255) 12.7 13 276 585 460.3
1 100.0( 2,015) 51.6 09 119 356 69.0
2 100.0( 7,339) 585 05 6.1 349 59.7
3 100.0( 4,842) 62.7 0.6 4.8 31.8 50,7
4+ 100.0( 2,906) - 699 05 41 2565 365
Total 100.0(17,357) 60.1 0.6 64 329 54.7

Rural
0 100.0(  83) 30.2 1.0 356 333 1104
1 100.0( 701) 57.8 09 12.8 285 492
2 100.0( 2,639) 641 1.0 6.1 287 448
3 100.0( 2,872) 699 09 52 241 345
4+ 100.0( 5,079) 76.6 08 36 190 248
Total 100.0(11,374) 704 09 54 233 331
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Table 9. Termination Status by Pregnancy Order among 15~49 Ever-married Women in 1988

HEYRIBERLS! HEYRAER

T ot Termination of Pregnancies Ratio of IA
Oxdir Pregnancies Live Still-  Spontaneous Induced (Per 100
~ Birth Birth Abortion Abortion Births)
Whole Country
1 100.0( 7,387) 841 09 6.8 83 99
2 100.0( 6,591) 754 0.6 7.0 17.0 225
3 100.0( 5,208) 62.3 0.7 64 30.5 49.0
4 100.0( 3,633) 50.0 0.6 54 440 830
5 100.0( 2,365) 387 0.7 51 554 1431
6 100.0( 1,445) 350 05 46 60.0 1714
7= 100.0( 2,102) 181 0.6 32 781 4315
Total 100.0(28,731) 63.2 0.7 61 300 475
Urban
1 100.0( 4,685) 824 0.7 71 9.8 119
2 100.0( 4,124) 72.6 0.6 74 193 26.6
3 100.0( 3.183) 57.7 0.7 6.6 35.1 60.8
4 100.0( 2,146) 43.6 0.5 54 50.5 1158
5 100.0( 1,342) 30.6 0.6 49 639 208.8
6 100.0( 784) 283 04 45 66.8 236.0
T 100.0( 1,093) 142 04 39 81.5 5739
Total 100.0(17,357) 60.1 0.6 6.4 329 54.7
Rural
1 100.0( 2,702) 88.7 13 58 43 4.8
2 100.0( 2,467) 82.6 05 59 110 133
3 100.0( 2,025) 73.6 0.8 6.1 195 265
4 100.0( 1,487) 64.0 1.0 54 297 464
5 100.0( 1,023) 551 1.0 5.6 38.3 69.5
6 100.0( 661) 47.1 0.7 4.7 475 100.8
7+ 100.0( 1,009) 244 09 21 726 297.5
Total 100.0(11,374) 704 09 54 233 331
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Table 10. Changes in Age-Specific Marital Fertility Rate, Induced Abortion Rate and Contraceptive
Practice Rate: 1978 ~1987
FEBEBAL EEB3 HEFXI ATHRTEI U BEHEmRE| B LHY

Age
Years ltems Total
Rate
20~24 25~29 30~34 35~39 40~44
1978* ASMFR (per 1,000) 41 374 271 127 30 15
ASMIAR (per 1,000) 29 70 156 148 156 54
CPR (%) 49 16 38 62 66 47
(Sterilizaton) (16.5) (1.8) (11.9) (244) (249) (12)
1985* ASMFR (per 1,000) 34 414 209 45 9 2
ASMIAR (per 1,000) 24 92 149 115 40 20
CPR (%) 70 36 61 84 87 70
(Sterilization) (40.5) (8) (29) (52) (58) (43)
1987 ** ASMFR (per 1,000) 2.6 271 192 41 6 4
ASMIAR (per 1,000) 16 102 103 71 29
CPR (%) 77 44 65 87 90 82
(Sterilization) (48.2) 9) (30.5) (59) (65) (59)
Percent ASMFR (per 1,000) —36.6 —275 292 —67.7 —80.0 =733
Change ASMIAR (per 1,000) —448 457 —34.0 —52.0 —814 —87.0
('78~'87) CPR (%) +57.1 175.0 71.0 403 364 745
(Sterilization) (+1921) (400.0) (156.3) (141.8) (161.0) (391.7)

Source : *dJong-Kwon Lim, “A Review on Induced Abortion in Korea”, Journal of Population and Health
Studies, Vol. 8, No. 2, KIPH, 1988.
** KIPH, 1988 Fertility and Family Health Survey, Seoul, 1989
Notes : ASMFR: Age-Specific Marital Fertility Rate
ASMIAR: Age-Specific Marital Induced Abortion Rate
CPR: Contraceptive Practice Rate

4. ATHEYRFHE #EBRIEO| BLEBZ

7t ATHEIRFHE FEBEE
19644 5-€] 198847k A o] A LHHRFTHEQERZA B s v, (& 11) 2 (24 2)
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Table 11. Experience Rate of Induced Abortion by Year
FER ATHEIRPHE EERZE

(Unit: %)
Years
Characteristics
1976 1978 1982 1985 1988
Residence
Whole country 39 49 50 53 53
Urban 46 57 52 55 55
Rural 29 38 44 48 48
Age of Women
15~24 16 19 20 22 27
25~29 27 36 38 43 42
30~34 46 54 55 61 57
35~39 50 62 63 63 63
40~44 45 61 66 66 66
Mean (No. of times) 09 12 12 11 11
No. of Living Children
0 10 16 16 12 17
1 18 23 24 33 41
2 35 50 55 61 60
3 50 58 60 66 61
4 47 53 57 62 62
5+ 37 53 53 57 54

o] A] LFERG uho}gro) Rk BN B AIUIQ) 19644 9] 7 3 Al E o)l A 19884 ol = 53 4l
E 2 657 HAE 7} k= Q.o 15~495% HE B A 2] @48 Ll kol 1m Ll ko] ATHE
RS SEBRS 202 UEEith

A= 2, 19884 #ai ol A 55 HAE, BTl A= 48 HAE = #f - B
o ¥ R} UACE T} 19644F o = A LHER 46 fLER A o] Aol A 15 HAE
2 AR 9 HAE EAEY) B U3, 19784 0= 19 HAE ¥IES] & ER=
HAE ZBTH HoIR ol A =& kS f- R 8H o) 198044 -E] = ol 2R 7F H = et
U= ek Aok
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Figure 2. Experience Rate of Induced Abortion by Year
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Table 12. Experience of Induced Abortion by Characteristics of Women: 1988

IBAL| AR ATHEIRFIE EaRE

(Unit: %)

No. of Induced Abortion

Mean No. of Times

Charact eristics Total None Sub- 1 2 3 4+ Total Experienced
total Women  Women
Whole Country 100.0(7,419) 466 534 262 143 68 6.1 1.09 204
Urban 100.0(4,740) 447 553 261 153 74 64 114 207
Rural 100.0(2,679) 520 480 263 116 49 51 094 196
Age
15~19 100.0( 13) 684 316 316 — — — 0.32 1.00
20~24 1000( 509) 730 270 197 56 05 12 0.38 141
25~29 100.0(1,832) 589 410 262 103 29 1.6 0.64 1.55
30~34 100.0(1,784) 429 571 301 166 67 3.6 1.01 1.78
35~39 100.0(1,345) 366 634 271 173 106 85 1.39 2719
40~44 100.0(1,031) 373 627 254 164 98 111 152 242
45~49 100.0( 905) 387 613 208 166 95 144 1.71 279
Age at Marriage
=19 100.0(1,216) 411 589 259 139 83 108 144 244
20~24 100.0(4,775) 444 556 271 153 70 6.2 112 202
25+ 100.0(1,428) 581 419 235 115 47 23 0.72 1.73
Education
Under primary 100.0(2,264) 447 553 248 142 75 87 126 228
Middle school 100.0(2,158) 416 584 276 157 81 7.0 122 209
High school 100.0(2,362) 494 506 271 142 54 39 093 1.84
College 1000( 632) 579 421 226 108 54 33 077 1.83
Parity Sex
None (0) 100.0( 531) 825 175 118 45 04 0.8 0.28 1.58
1 Pers. 100.0(1,327) 594 406 255 94 29 27 0.67 l1.64
Only male 100.0( 784) 557 443 230 104 29 29 0.72 1.63
Only female  100.0( 543) 646 354 219 81 28 2.6 0.59 1.67
2 Pers. 100.0(2,853) 402 598 303 164 74 5.6 115 193
Only male 100.0( 907) 408 592 285 165 76 56 115 1.93

42



Table 12. Continued

Characteristics

Total

None

No. of Induced Abortion

Mean No. of Times

Sub- 1 2 3 4+ Total Experienced
total Women  Women
Only female 100.0( 395) 485 515 277 129 7.7 31 0.92 1.78
TM)+2(F)  100.0(1,551) 378 622 321 172 71 58 119 191
3 Pers. or More 100.0(2,708) 393 607 249 167 96 95 143 2.35
Only male 100.0( 215) 443 557 205 141 114 97 1.46 2.63
Only female 100.0( 199) 358 642 229 194 166 53 1.40 218
SM)+$£(F)  100.0(2,294) 391 609 255 167 87 99 142 234
Total 100.0(7,419) 466 534 262 143 68 61 1.09 2.04
None (0) 1000( 531) 825 175 118 45 04 08 0.28 1.58
Only male 100.0(1,906) 522 478 249 124 55 49 1.02 1.94
Only female 100.0(1,137) 542 458 241 117 68 32 0.84 1.83
M)+ (F)  100.0(3,845) 385 615 284 169 80 81 1.32 215
Contraceptive Use

Current user 100.0(5,445) 407 593 292 160 76 65 1.19 2.02
Past user 100.0(1,030) 459 541 231 149 76 85 1.25 231
Never user 100.0( 944) 827 173 116 35 11 29 0.28 1.60

Wol 17.3 HAE)] B33l 3 sy KErag= 0.3 @ol] AvkA] 3 Uk

Lt RIEATIHRPIE FEREE

Ml 2 SR A TTHEIR 46 B AR -S B E, (K 13)ol A 2R uheh o] #iwi g ol 4]
292 HAE, it A 21.7 HAEZ #MiiRoNA Ut £BEMNCE = RIEEATL
HEPR A FEBRER O] WIREERZE 262 HAIE R T oFF ot FlFIE= 29 LT o &2
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3% Ll kolA= 358 HAER Tl Mhnol wel RKIEMHR P KBREE o)) s}l
A Bmsta A ATt

Table 13. Percent Distribution of First and Repeated Abortion Experience by Characteristics, 1988

1AL AR ATHEIRBHE #) - B REBR=E

(Unit: %)
Experience of 1A
Characteristics Total (Women) None
Sub-total First Repeated

Whole Country 100.0(7,419) 46.6 534 262 272

Urban 100.0(4,740) 44.7 553 26.1 292

Rural 100.0(2,679) 52.0 480 26.3 217
Age

15~24 100.0( 522) 72.8 272 20.0 72

25~29 100.0(1,832) 589 411 26.2 149

30~34 100.0(1,784) 429 571 301 27.0

35~39 100.0(1,345) 36.6 634 271 36.3

40~44 100.0(1,031) 373 627 254 373

45~49 100.0( 905) 38.7 61.3 20.8 405
Education

Under primary 100.0(2,264) 44.7 55.3 248 305

Middle school 100.0(2,158) 41.6 584 276 30.8

High school 100.0(2,362) 494 50.6 271 235

College 100.0( 632) 579 421 226 195
Parity

None 100.0( 531) 825 17.5 11.8 57

1 100.0(1,327) 594 40.6 255 151

2 100.0(2,853) 40.2 59.8 303 295

3 or more 100.0(2,708) 393 60.7 249 358
Contraceptive Use

Current user 100.0(5,445) 40.7 59.3 292 30.1

Past user 100.0(1,030) 459 54.1 231 31.0

Never user 100.0( 944) 827 17.3 116 b7
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5. ALMER#E0]| CHEH Aer 2 e

7t ATHMEYRH#E0I CHSH RBRE

ANTLHERP#E f£8 o] e A S ABFHHgR o &

Table 14. Attitude towards Induced-Abortion of Never User Women, 1988
ATIHEIRF#E FEFREERIBA S| ALHEIRF 0| CHSH BERE

= W (F 14)olA fERE

Clsnasionistios Wanted Wanted Don’t e Total (N)
Abortion Births Know
Residence
Whole country 764 17.0 59 0.7 100.0(3,371)
Urban 735 19.3 6.6 05 100.0(2,025)
Rural 80.8 13.2 49 12 100.0(1,346)
Age
15~19 739 261 = — 100.0( 8)
20~24 55.3 342 103 0.2 100.0( 340)
25~29 69.6 221 73 1.0 100.0(1,029)
30~34 761 172 6.0 0.8 100.0( 762)
35~39 86.4 10.8 25 0.3 100.0( 492)
40~44 882 75 36 0.7 100.0( 383)
45~49 86.1 6.8 6.5 0.6 100.0( 357)
Education
Under primary 85.5 83 54 0.8 100.0(1,020)
Middle school 79.5 14.7 47 11 100.0( 876)
High school 70.2 229 6.4 05 100.0(1,127)
College 615 284 9.8 04 100.0( 346)
Living Children
0 521 32.8 151 — 100.0( 320)
1 591 337 6.8 04 100.0( 794)
2 829 115 4.8 09 100.0(1,162)
3 89.9 6.5 29 0.8 100.0( 607)
4+ 87.8 53 54 14 100.0( 488)
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Table 15. Reasons for First and Last Induced Abortion by Characteristics
A2 $FMER AR e IRH

Maternal Economic,
Characteristics Total Fertility Spacing Health Premarital Family Others
Termination Abnormal Pregnancy Problem
Pregnancy
Resident
Whole country First 100.0(3,906) 56.4 164 78 6.3 6.8 6.4
Last 100.0(1,975) 81.8 45 50 1.1 41 35
Urban First 100.0(2,628) 53.3 17.6 83 69 73 6.5
Last 100.0(1,402) 809 4.8 55 1.2 42 34
Rural First 100.0(1,278) 64.2 14.0 7.0 4.0 52 5.6
Last 100.0( 573) 84.1 38 38 10 33 38
Age
15~24 First 100.0( 141) 21.7 189 6.2 287 155 89
Last 100.0(  36) 335 16.2 105 140 159 99
25~29 First 100.0( 749) 344 21.1 112 132 91 111
Last 100.0( 271) 553 10.1 11.0 39 104 9.3
30~34 First 100.0(1,000) 54.3 185 7.6 48 75 7.3
Last 100.0( 467) 77.3 53 6.0 03 51 59
35~39 First 100.0( 837) 61.2 170 7.0 4.0 49 58
Last 100.0( 484) 88.0 31 34 03 33 1.8
40~44 First 100.0( 638) 718 11.3 6.1 2.7 53 2.8
Last 100.0( 371) 929 23 33 0.8 0.2 0.5
45~49 First 100.0( 541) 759 9.8 6.6 12 44 21
Last 100.0( 346) 939 21 2.1 — 14 05
Parity
0 First 100.0( 92) 98 49 133 373 259 88
Last 100.0(  29) 10.8 6.2 279 40 36.7 164
1 First 100.0( 525) 272 19.6 154 144 128 10.5
Last 100.0( 199) 437 9.0 194 56 141 83
2 First 100.0(1,683) 56.8 186 6.8 58 55 6.4
Last 100.0( 820) 835 51 39 08 29 3.7
3 First 100.0( 943) 669 15 6.1 24 54 41
Last 100.0( 549) 90.2 28 2.7 0.2 2.1 20
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Table 15. Continued

Fertility Maternal Economic,
Characteristics Total Termination Spacing Health Premarital Family Others
Abnormal Pregnancy Problem
Pregnancy
4+ First 100.0( 663) 735 11.0 49 11 39 5:5
Last 100.0( 378) 93.2 31 09 03 10 15
Education
Under primary First 100.0(1,218) 70.5 116 51 28 59 39
school Last 100.0( 654) 89.0 24 217 08 37 15
Middle school First 100.0(1,243) 56.3 14.2 83 6.5 9.0 5.6
Last 100.0( 648) 79.6 43 54 12 54 39
High school First 100.0(1,179) 452 21.2 99 9.2 6.3 82
Last 100.0( 547) 775 6.6 6.6 12 3.7 44
College First 100.0( 265) 510 227 64 6.1 28 110
Last 100.0( 126) 78.3 6.6 59 19 — 74
Occupation
Unemployed First 100.0(2,304) 552 16.7 87 64 6.6 6.5
Last 100.0(1,127) 80.1 49 58 12 38 42
13.0
/é?m-v Manag., First 100.0( 115) 365 304 7.0 78 52
e Last 1000(  49) 69.4 102 102 20 20 6.1
Sales, Service First 100.0( 588) 585 18.2 6.5 48 6.6 54
Last 100.0( 349) 851 40 40 0.6 43 2.0
Agricultural, & First 100.0( 346) 70.8 139 61 12 26 55
Fishery Last 100.0( 164) 86.0 55 3.0 12 18 24
Skilled,Unskilled First 100.0( 553) 573 123 7.6 81 9.6 51
& Others Last 100.0( 286) 843 21 35 14 56 4!
Contraceptive Use
Current user First 100.0(3,182) 579 17.0 73 54 6.3 6.1
Last 100.0(1,607) 83.8 42 45 09 32 3.7
Past user First 100.0( 559) 53.8 15.2 87 73 77 %2
Last 100.0( 313) 748 6.1 6.1 19 6.7 45
Never user First 100.0( 165) 455 9.7 17.6 12.7 85 6.1

Last 100.0( 55) 63.6 3.6 127 5.5 109 3.6
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Table 16. Percent Distribution of Last Induced Abortion with Specified Characteristics by Presence or Absence of Complications and Sequela
ALERFIE2EHO| Bk

Specified Whole Country Urban Rural
Sheracterislics Total (N) None Some Total (N) None Some Total (N) None Some
Residence 100.0(3,906) 824 176 100.0(2,628) 824 17.6 100.0(1,278) 82.7 17:3
Age of Wife at Termination
Under 20 1000( 32) 980 20 100.0( 21) 100.0 — 1000( 11) 92.0 80
20~24 100.0( 600) 81.7 183 100.0( 391) 844 15.6 100.0( 209) 893 10.7
25~29 100.0(1,604) 814 18.6 100.0(1,142) 811 189 100.0( 462) 837 163
30~34 100.0(1,083) 81.7 183 100.0( 731) 829 17.1 100.0( 352) 782 218
35~39 100.0( 441) 835 165 100.0( 260) 82.0 18.0 100.0( 181) 869 131
40 or over 100.0( 114) 729 271 100.0( 56) 79.8 202 100.0( 58) 631 369
Total 100.0(3,874) 824 17.6 100.0(2,601) 823 177 100.0(1,273) 827 193
Place of Operating
General hospital 100.0( 316) 80.7 193 100.0( 207) 820 18.0 100.0( 109) 7,7 229
Clinic 100.0(3,350) 827 173 100.0(2,268) 824 176 100.0(1,082) 836 164
Midwife’s house 100.0( 47) 88.8 112 1000( 27) 88.7 11.3 1000( 20) 891 109
PPFK, MCH center  100.0( 106) 838 16.2 100.0( 74) 871 129 1000( 32) 719 281
Health center 100.0( 62) 771 229 1000( 37) 778 222 100.0( 25) 755 245
Other place 100.0( 24) 74.7 253 100.0( 14) 638 36.2 100.0( 10) 885 11.5
Total 100.0(3,905) 825 175 100.0(2,627) 824 176 100.0(1,278) 827 173
Duration of Pregnancy
1 month 100.0(1,949) 831 169 100.0(1,401) 828 17.2 100.0( 548) 844 156
2 months 100.0(1,667) 82.1 179 100.0(1,062) 68.6 314 100.0( 605) 822 178
3 months 100.0( 176) 783 217 100.0(  95) 788 21.2 100.0(  81) 774 226
4 months or more  100.0(  83) 80.8 19.2 100.0( 43) 844 15.6 100.0(  40) 776 224
Total 100.0(3,875) 824 17.6 100.0(2,601) 823 17.7 100.0(1,274) 82.7 173
No. of Induced Abortion
ap 100.0(1,930) 86.6 134 100.0(1,225) 870 13.0 100.0( 705) 855 145
2 100.0(1,045) 823 173 100.0( 737) 81.6 184 100.0( 308) 847 153
3 100.0( 486) 76.2 238 100.0( 356) 758 242 100.0( 130) 764 236
4 100.0( 177) 744 256 100.0( 126) 75.6 244 100.0( 51) 701 299
5 100.0( 119) 68.2 318 100.0( 81) 671 329 1000( 38) 720 280
6 or more 100.0( 149) vaL7] 283 100.0( 103) 727 27.3 1000( 46) 684 316

Total 100.0(3,906) 825 175 100.0(2,628) 82.3 173 100.0(1,278) 82.7 173
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Table 17. Percent Distribution of Complications and Sequela Following Last Induced Abortion
BRATIHIRPEES] SOHE X #R/IE 276

Complication
Characteristics
Total Uierine Backache or  Inflam- Edema Weak-  Other
Bleeding Abdominal mation ness
Pain
Total 100.0(691) 39.0 23.0 71 38 186 85
Age at Termination
15~24 100.0( 86) 432 192 87 44 20.8 37
25~29 100.0(292) 373 23.6 52 25 20.0 11.5
30~34 100.0(205) 39.0 253 91 2.6 168 71
35~39 100.0( 72) 38.7 251 81 6.3 165 53
40 or more 100.0( 32) 470 97 74 184 64 114
Duration of Pregnancy
1 month 100.0(334) 40.0 219 77 2.7 186 91
2 months 100.0{299) 375 238 72 49 17.8 88
2 months 100.0( 37) 371 29.8 52 3.1 193 55
4 months or more 100.0( 17) 55.3 164 = 83 16.8 3.2
Number of Induced Abortion
1 100.0261) 374 255 81 4.8 181 6.1
2 100.0(187) 39.1 20.9 10.1 1.3 19.7 88
3 100.0(115) 40.3 20.7 49 45 165 131
4 or more 100.0(128) 41.0 229 2.7 4.6 201 87
Place of Operating
General hospital ~ 100.0( 63) B50.7 17.0 6.5 32 138 88
Clinic 100.0(584) 38.6 234 72 38 189 82
Midwife’s house  100.0( 5) — 16.0 36.7 — 208 26:5
PPFK,MCH center 100.0( 19) 308 471 — — 168 52
Health center 100.0( 14) 29.8 153 89 9.0 31.0 59
Other place 100.0( 5) 458 — — 135 205 202
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Table 18. Treatment Status of Complications and Sequela Following Last Induced Abortion

BHHE X RBRE

Complication and Sequela Total Treated Not Treated
Uterine Bleeding 100.0(270) 858 142
Backache or Abdominal Pain 100.0(161) 562 438
Inflammation 100.0( 52) 89.0 110
Edema 100.0( 24) 52.6 474
Weakness 100.0(129) 493 50.7
Others 100.0( 55) 769 2341
Total 100.0(691) 69.2 30.8
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Abstract

Prevalence of Induced Abortion in Korea
Jong-Kwon Lim* - Sang-Young Lee** - Hwa-Oak Bae***

Induced abortion has been given continuous attention because of its harmfulness to maternal
health and probable role as a cause of repeated spontaneous abortion and sterility.

This study aims to analyze a recent trend of induced abortion practice, the reasons for ind-
uced abortion and its side-effects, and to investigate the impact of induced abortion on fertility
reduction, and as an ultimate objective, to provide proper policy recommendations on population
and maternal and child health.

The data used for the analysis are drawn from the 1988 National Fertility and Family Health

Survey. Major findings of the study are summarized as follows.
1. Trends in Fertility and Prevalence of Induced Abortion, and Contraceptive Use

In 1978 total marital fertility rate (TMFR) and total marital induced abortion rate (TMIAR) of
women aged 20~44 were 4.1 and 2.9 respectively. And 49 percent of the married women aged
15~44, out of which 16.5 percent were adopting sterilization, were practicing contraception.
Since 1978, contraceptive practice rate has drastically increased to 77 percent in 1987, and rmore
importantly the proportion of sterilization-acceptors has almost doubled to 48.2 percent in 1987.
TMFR and TMIAR of those aged 20~44 have declined to 2.6 and 1.6 respectively in 1987.
It is, however, noteworthy that the induced abortion rate in the young age group of 20~24

has rather increased during the same period.
2. Differential Induced Abortion Rate by Socio-Demographic Characteristics

No significant difference in the prevalence of induced abortion is found between urban and

*Senior Researcher, Korea Institute for Population and Health.

**Researcher, Korea Institute for Population and Health.
***Temporary Researcher, Korea Institute for Population and Health.
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rural areas. General marital induced abortion rate (GMIAR) is 69.8 per 1,000 married women
in the urban and 57.4 in the rural.

As for the rate by educational attainments, GMIAR of the group of primary school or no
schooling is 39.3 per 1,000 married wornen, which is far lower compared with 76.8 in the middle
school group, 75.7 in the high school group and 67.0 in the group of university or higher level
of schooling.

Seen by number of children, the highest rate, 64.0 per 1,000 married women, is found among

women with two children, and the next highest, 63.5, among those with no children.

3. Termination Status of Pregnancis

The proportion of induced abortions to total pregnancies and the ratio of induced abortions to
live births were 42.5 percent and 84 per 100 live births respectively in 1978, and 38.8 percent
and 75 per 100 live births respectively in 1984. And they were 38.0 percent and 70 per 100

live births respectively in 1987.

4. Reasons for Induced Abortion

The most popular reason for induced abortion is the terminaton of fertility. In 1987, 56.4
percent of the first induced abortions and 81.8 percent of the last induced abortions ever exp-
erienced were practiced for this purpose. Birth spacing also served as one of the major reasons.

16.4 percent of the first induced abortion was practiced for spacing births at intended intervals.

5. Side-Effects of Induced Abortion

The proportion of women who have ever suffered from side-effects after their induced abor-
tions is 17.6 percent, and seen by residence, it is 17.6 percent in urban areas and 17.3 percent
in rural areas.

It is found that the longer the duration of pregnancy is, the higher risk to maternal health there
arises. The occurrance rate of side-effects is 16.9 percent among those who abort at the first

month of pregnancy, 17.9 percent at the second month and 21.7percent at the third month.

58



6. Conclusion

The prevalence of induced abortion has gradually declined since the very beginning of the
1980s. Such a decline might be a combined effect of the increased proportion of sterilization-
acceptors and the changes in women’s attitudes towards induced abortion. It is, however, found
that the tendency to abort in the young age group 20~24 has rather increased since 1975. And
the induced abortion rate of women in their twenties is much higher than that of women aged
30 or over. The facts that a large proportion of these women want more children and that their
major contraceptive methods may well be the temporary ones would explain much of this phe-
nomenon. For curbing the prevalence of induced abortion, it is, therefore, recommended that
more effective temporary methods should be developed and distributed with follow-up services,

and that IEC activities against the negative effects of induced abortion should be strengthened.
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