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(Moscicki, 1995; Manton et al., 1987).
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Summary

Current Situation and Trends of Suicidal Deaths,
Ideas and Attempts in Korea

Tongwoo Suh

This study examines the current situation and trends of the
recently increasing suicidal deaths, ideas and attempts in Korea. As
suicidal deaths have been increased very rapidly since economic crisis
in 1997, suicide is regarded as one of the most serious public health
and social issues in Korea.

This study reanalysed the recent 10-year statistics of suicidal
death of the National Statistical Office and the National Health
Interview Survey conducted in 1995 and 1998.

The current situation and trends of age-specific and sex-—specific
suicidal death rates shows that males and older people are more
likely to die from a suicide attempt than female and younger people,
and these trends are becoming even more prominent. Suicidal death
rate in Korea is quite high compared to other OECD countries and
the rate of increase is the highest.

The rate of suicidal idea is high among males, late teens and
those in their seventies. Suicidal attempt rate is higher among
females and late teens. Suicidal attempt rate among those who had
suicidal ideas is higher among males or early teens, and suicidal
death rate among those who attempted suicide is higher among
males and older people.

As compared to 1995, the rate of suicidal idea remained almost



same while the suicidal attempt rate decreased slightly in 1998
However, the suicidal death rate among those who had suicidal idea
and attempt increased, which means serious suicidal attempts leading
to death have been increasing recently.

Suicide as one of important causes of death in younger age has
greater socioeconomic impact compared to other common causes of
death in older age. Therefore, we are in urgent need of public mental
health network to prevent suicide and to detect and treat early

mental health problems leading to suicide.



