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Summary
Cost Analysis of Infant/Child Immunization Service

in Health Centers in Korea

Hye-ryun Kim

Immunization service is one of the most important national public
health programs. Health centers have made a great contribution to
higher vaccination coverage for infants and children in Korea. But
there still remains a need not only to improve the quality of
vaccination services, but also to increase their efficiency.

At present, health centers provide basic vaccination services in
BCG, DTaP, Polio, MMR and Hephatitis—B gratis to infants and
children, while private clinics and hospitals charge fees. Thus, there
are many ongoing disputes over the equity problem.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the unit vaccination cost
for infants and children by applying the method of ABC(Activity—based
cost) system to three health centers located in Seoul and other one
large city.

The major findings of this study are as follows.

First, the unit cost of vaccination at three health centers varied
depending on number of vaccinations, manpower input, and
investment in facilities. But the unit cost of vaccination in health
centers was found to be only 30~70% of its private counterpart,
suggesting that outsourcing of vaccination service to private sector,
or covering the vaccination service under health insurance scheme, is
likely to exact more government spending than now.

Second, the health centers were managing complete and reliable
vaccination records.

Finally, this study is expected to provide a basic data set for



future studies on establishing a policy in respect of proper unit cost
and the cooperative role between public sector and private sector in
vaccination program in Korea.



