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Summary

A Study of Factors Affecting the Types
of Employment and Earnings of Disabled Workers

Sun-woo Lee

This study aims to identify factors affecting the types of
employment and earnings of disabled workers by using regression
and logit analyses based on 2000 National Survey of Disabled
Population conducted by the Korea Institute for Health and Social
Affairs.

The result of these analyses showed that age, status in a
household, level of help needed for daily activities, cause of disabhility,
type of disability, and status in the Livelihood Protection System
were statistically significant factors affecting the types of employment
of disabled workers.

Variables that affected the earnings of disabled workers were
age, gender, status in a household, educational attainment, marital
status, level of help needed for daily activities, level of discomfort in
outside activities, period of disability, and occupation. Married
disabled workers were found to be more likely to engage in self-
employment than their unmarried, separated, or divorced counterparts
do, signifying the importance of the role of spouse in self-employment
activities. In the case of the cause of disability, industrially disabled
workers were more likely to engage in wage employment than those
having a non-industrial disability do, indicating that the former group
has a higher tendency to return to their former posts through
rehabilitation programs. Meanwhile, workers having a physical disability
were found to have a higher tendency to engage in self-employment
compared to those with internal disabilities. This may be because
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large part of current self-employment jobs involves agriculture and
fishery activities that require a high degree of physical endurance
that most people with internal disabilities lack.

One of the most interesting findings in this study is that
educational attainment affected (positively) on the earnings of
disabled workers, but not on their types of employment. Thus,
educational attainment is regarded as an important factor for disabled
workers to lead an independent life. On the other hand, occupation
was found to be a very significant factor on the earnings of disabled
workers. In addition, disabled workers in white—collar jobs were paid
much higher in comparison with other disabled workers, emphasizing
the need for additional development of, and training for, white—collar
jobs.



