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Summary

A Study on the Factors Influencing the Discontinued
Utilization of Medical Institutions by Unemployed
People’s Households

Yukyung Kim

The purposes of this study are to find the reason why
unemployed households stop the use of medical institution after being
dismissed from their job, to find the factors influencing their use of
medical institution, and to suggest the policy measures which can
remove these factors.

Many of the previous studies conducted in Korea have not been
paying sufficient attention to needy people and unemployed people’s
households. Also, even the studies conducted on the health status of
unemployed people’s households after the 1997 economic crisis were
focused only on the psychological aspects of those households.

The model of this study is newly developed by adding the
variable which express the factors of unemployed households type
and post-unemployment economic conditions to Baesangsoo’s model
of using the medical institution.

The main factor that prevents unemployed people’s households
from utilizing medical institutions is their difficulty of maintaining
living standards. Other factors include age of the head of household,
property of the household, number of the unemployed, the number of
aged family members in the household, and medical security.

This study suggests that the government should make a network
of medical security with reference to the factors and should provide
basic medical services in order for unemployed people’s households to
have proper medical services.
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In other words, the government should provide financial support
for unemployed people’s households so that they can continuously
receive their medical services. The government should temporarily
strengthen the medical insurance support for these households to
increase their medical security. The government should also extend
the national medical security to cover the currently excluded.



