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Summary
Family Support Obligation Rules and Those Excluded

from the National Basic Livlihood Security Law

Yeo, Eugene

Public assistance functions as a last resort in any society. Therefore, the
eligibility and benefit level of public assistance is a determining factor in
the relationship between family responsibility and state obligation. To be
more specific, it is the “family support obligation rules’ in the National
Basic Livelihood Security Law(NBLSL) that show most clearly the
relationship between family responsibility and state obligation. In this
respect, this paper analyzes the problems of the family support obligation
rules that exclude a large number of poor people from the entitlement to
social assistance benefits, and proposes alternative policy measures. The
sharp decrease in family support caused by industrialization, urbanization
and family nuclearization has brought the need for state’s additional
intervention, to which the government has been largely unresponsive.
Despite their needs, about 2.1 percent of the population(3.5 millions) are
excluded from the NBLSL because of family support obligation rules.
Some of these people are excluded by the family obligation scope rule
and others by the family obligation capacity rule. Finally, the NBLSL’s
role as a reliable last resort depends mostly on increasing the state
obligation as family support decreases. To do this, the scope of family
obligation should be limited to parents-child relationship, and the income
criteria for family obligation should be raised to the level of mean

expenditure or medium income.



