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Summary

The Sociocultural Dimensions of Medical Issues
of Elderly: a case of closed free geriatric clinic

Kim Hee Kyoung

This is an attempt to give critical observation of sociocultural contexts
concering about medical issues of elderly. For this purpose, the writer has
observed a free geriatric clinic that has been closed by government
authorities. On the basis of this observation, it is pointed out that the
social intervention and support ironically made old people’ s sufferings
exacerbated, based on opinions of elderly and a vindication of its concrete
medical process.

A sick body is a matter of situation that affects the whole lives of old
people. A free geriatric clinic was a field for alleviating low-income old
patients’ pain and sufferings. Even in this field, however, truly

‘* becoming a patient’ . The medical team adopted expedients, such as a
control of prescription of drugs for arthritis, in order to give more medical
services to their old patients. A free geriatric clinic which was not only a
strict caring field but also a resting place for old patients was forced to
close their business by the government authorities. This meant that the
old patients lost an opportunity to be given one medical service which
was helpful to lessening their sufferings. The old patients’ sufferings
have still existed and the policy has exacerbated their sufferings.

This arcticle has paid much attention to a variety of relationship
involved in the process that old people changed from the sick to social
weak stratum. This holistic viewpoints of a matter of body could provide
broader and deeper visions for problems with old people. In addition, they
could play a key role in solving them.



