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A Study of Child Abuse Death Case:

Based on the Ulsan Stepmother Case

Lee, Sewon
(Seoul National University)

The most severe result of child abuse is the death of the abused child, but the
awareness of child abuse death and preparation for countermeasures of our society
are greatly scarce. This study is focused on the legal punishment, which is the
subsequent action against the child abuser who caused the death of child, the legal
responsibility to protect child who were abused, and the means to prevent vicious
abuse crimes. The sampling unit was the sentencing for violation of Article 17 of
Child Welfare Act where child died from 2000 to 2014, and a total of 20 cases
(a total of 34 defendants) were analyzed through the method of content analysis.
The study result showed that in most of the cases regarding deaths of abused
children, the sentences were relatively light because the deaths were considered as
‘involuntary manslaughter’ rather than ‘murder’, and the sentencing disparities were
quite wide. In addition, after re-analyzing the child abuse death cases with the factors
recognized as elements for murder in the ‘Ulsan stepmother case’ and reviewing
foreign cases, most of the child abuse death cases were ruled as ‘murder by dolus
eventualis’ rather than ‘involuntary manslaughter’. Based on the study results, this

paper discussed the implications for the process responding to child abuse death.

Keywords: Child Abuse, Child Abuse Death, Murder by Dolus Eventualis, Content Analysis,
Sentencing



