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The aim of this study was to evaluate and compare the intention or willingness
to provide end-of-life care among social work professionals between South Korea
and the United States. Factors associated with their end-of-life care intention were
measured by a structured questionnaire completed by 246 social workers in a
metropolitan area of South Korea and 102 social workers or social work students
in the southeast of the United States. Using SPSS 20.0, the results of this study
indicated that the end-of-life care intention was positively associated with the
factor(s) of education or training in end-of-life care issues and the degree of
recognition of the need for end-of-life care in South Korea and the degree of
recognition of the need for end-of-life care in the United States. Also, experiences
with end-of-life care issues in South Korea and emphasis on self-determination were
identified as predictors of increased end-of-life care intention. This study underscored
the societal interests for recognition of cultural preferences in end-of-life care and
suggests practical approaches to increase end-of-life care intention in social work

practice settings in South Korea.

Keywords: End-of-life Care, End-of-life Care Intention, Korean and American Culture,
Social Work Professional, Hospice Care, Self-determination



