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Ao f15E FAAle] L 84191 HijkS misiE Aot A4ttt
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AE ARE A e 7RIS YR PSAUCEAIY, 2010), AHE] €91
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ALS1A ofAlEo] AEE 4= e 2T A oE TIRHTHRM, 2013; 23
2014). E(Hall, 1982)2 o7} Hojq= TAE Qe JIH20] Aol ofd E74%t
ou|7} Fojel gEolztal SRt B itk oj#et Hold & uf, 77 @& MY ol
e BRI omPA 25 AEE 4= Sl HHo(Walters, 1999)F #415k=
AFL - ARZE A ofBA otal sjAlsh=rFE dol, Aol ogA §E
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TFAHCR, & A7 DM B S Sl Aol ofEA A= s
S, 71 3pgollA] ofwRlt Sjrfso] AAtER=A] gt} St E5] Aol B%tE
AEet AlEC] Ad Ao FEsto], I 27 o EolA| ofuet S Fo
SheA] AmENAL Ry vlHolE B9f AlHEE AR QIS AT Qlof, vl
BE] A== AME AR AR Etis oM 585t onlE Adt) ol El=
A BAol ol4s TR o R, Ao B4 ARl siAMS AR AL
20z ] gholrt wehd T T2 1E ek AfEeln A o]
EHolH, $EAEE slojg AAAHA 2T WS WolkEolil, 2RIl
AR oJoRek (ARl 2004; AfRE, 1998).
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S W AP Azl tigk 359 Q1A ARl =oHcE 9] 2 # |tk olojzl
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23], 2005), 201390 46.1%E, 52 HI&o] °F 12%715F A4t 2& & 5= Ut
(HAERE, 2014). olet BEo], 20131 A= HA] SFA 5 79.8%7F AHo]
ofHfz=]ojo} 5= tVdo & QlAskal Q= A 0E et B3 77.7%7 A 9]
QJal] oof ghttal GPCHEARAE, 2014).
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AVEE BA RE=Storey, 2001). oJZ0] #AE e oHe -] /\]%"EO] uHets:
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SHA] oAl AA Aol disiA ARFES Hdat #id 5 22 FEAR B
1| HtHCorrigan & Watson, 2002).
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AARE SEARI 27150] 9lof AIRF SF(temporal orden)]l w2t ofn] QIA] T
olopr]&, o] IFoll= xR, A 59 HFEo] ARSETKMcComas & Shanahan,
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Korean Society’s Perception toward Suicide:
“Us” and “Them” Represented in a TV Documentary

Lee, Hannah An, Soontae
(Ewha Womans University) (Ewha Womans University)

Korea’s high suicide rates accompany negative attitudes toward suicide and those
who commit suicide. To address the problems of Korean society’s dominant perception
toward suicide, we aim to critically examine media’s role in reconstructing reality.
Focusing on stigma toward social minorities, we examined how those with suicide
attempts were shown in a TV documentary. This study analyzed KBS 1TV’s ‘Happiness
Generator: Zero Abandonment Project’ based on the Todorov and Chatman’s narrative
analysis method to see the mainstream perception of suicide in Korean society. Results
identified two dominant ideologies on suicide. First was the ‘individual responsibility
argument suggesting that suicide is a personal matter in which individuals should
cope with, without relying on society. The individual responsibility argument attributed
the causes of suicide attempts to the individual themselves which, in turn, can be
overcome by their own will. The second ideology was the ‘normal family’ argument,
emphasizing that stable emotional states can be only obtained in a normal family
structure. Those with suicide attempts were described as people from unhealthy, abnormal
families. The normal family argument repeatedly reinforced the stereotypical perception
that single parent families or torn-apart families cannot help but yield troublesome

individuals.

Keywords: Suicide, Stigma, Media, Television Documentary, Discourse
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